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Youth Homelessness – State Policy Review
Adam Mercer – MPH Candidate – College of Health and Human Services
Introduction Methods Conclusions
o The objective of this project for 
Waypoint was to review state 
policies affecting homeless 
youth in New Hampshire
o The McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act defines homeless 
youth as “individuals who lack a 
fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence.”(1)
o Waypoint is a private non-profit 
founded in 1850 and has been 
supporting homeless youth in 
the state since 1972
o In the city of Manchester there 
are 300+ adolescents (10-18) 
and 700+ young adults (18-21) 
experiencing homelessness
Impactful Policies
o Youth without a HS diploma or 
GED are 4.5x more likely to face 
homelessness(2)
o Risk of homelessness increases 
83% for Black youth and 33% 
for Latino youth(3)
o LGBTQ youth are 2x 
more likely to be 
homeless(4)
o Bill Search Method
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/
o Law Search Methods
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/indexes/default.html
A report by the National Network for 
Youth (NN4Y) compiled Revised Statutes 
Annotated (RSAs) relevant to homeless 
youth in 2017.5 The report was used as 
a blueprint to review those RSAs for 
Waypoint in April 2020 
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o Creation of a policy keyword 
document containing 57 youth 
homelessness keywords
o Reporting on 54 bills in 2020 
and a presentation of the most 
impactful (28 bills)
o Presentation of 25 state laws 
relevant to homeless youth 
and/or Waypoint’s operations
o HB1404: minors could receive 
examination and prophylaxis 
for HIV without parental 
consent or notification
o HB1249: requires continuous 
legal representation of minors 
and consultation with experts 
in childhood development 
o HB1512: schools could partner 
with a non-profit to freeze 
unserved meals and send them 
home with students in need
o HB1595: minors with a history 
of substance use could be 
diverted into treatment before 
new criminal proceedings
o HB1616: minors could receive 
outpatient behavioral health 
treatment without parental 
consent or notification
o SB421: youth with foster care 
history could have tuition and 
fees waived at NH colleges and 
universities
o RSA 461-B:4
Effective January 1st, 2020 
minors 16 or older can petition 
for a limited emancipation
o The goal of this project was to 
increase Waypoint’s ability to 
advocate for changes in state 
policy that can prevent youth 
homelessness
o Many of the bills identified will 
not be signed into law, but this 
project can be a roadmap for 
Waypoint to periodically check 
for impactful legislation
o Advocacy could entail reaching 
out to legislators and directing 
public attention to critical bills 
o The new emancipation law 
gives minors more legal footing 
to navigate situations that could 
endanger them
Limitations
o Keywords were less effective for 
laws. Using NN4Y’s report may 
have limited the review’s scope
